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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WALTER PINCUS BYLINER IN WASHINGTON 
POST OF JUNE 16 HEADED "NEUTRON CONVERSION PLAN IN DISPUTE." 


2. THE WHITE HOUSE HAS DELAYED EOR TWO MONTHS A GO-AHEAD 
ON PRODUCTION OP LANCE MISSILE NUCLEAR WARHEADS AND 8-INCH 
SHELLS BECAUSE OF AN INTERNAL ADMINISTRATION DISPUTE OVER 

A PLAN TO CONVERT THEM QUICKLY INTO NEUTRON WEAPONS. 

3. LAST APRIL 7 PRESIDENT CARTER SIDESTEPPED THE CONTRO- 
VERSIAL NEUTRON WEAPON ISSUE BY ANNOUNCING HE WOULD DEFER 
THEIR PRODUCTION TO SEE IF THE SOVIETS WOULD MAKE A RECIP- 
ROCAL ARMS CONTROL GESTURE. AT THE SAME TIME HE ORDERED A 
"MODERNIZATION" OF THE LANCE WARHEAD AND THE 8-INCH SHELL. 
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4. A SIGNIFICANT OMISSION IN THE PRESIDENT'S ANNOUNCEMENT 
AND HIS ORDERS TO THE PENTAGON TO IMPLEMENT THEM WAS THAT 
"MODERNIZATION " MEANT BUILDING THE SAME NEW NUCLEAR WARHEADS 
AND SHELLS AS ORIGINALLY PLANNED IN THE NEUTRON PROGRAM BUT 
LEAVING OUT THE CORE ELEMENTS WHICH TRANSPORM THEM FROM A 
CONVENTIONAL NUCLEAR WEAPON INTO A NEUTRON WEAPON. 
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5. THESE CORE ELEMENTS LOWER THE BLAST AND HEAT EEEECTS OE 
THE CONVENTIONAL NUCLEAR WEAPON AND ENHANCE ITS OUTPUT OP 
RADIATION. 

6. THE "EMASCULATED" NEUTRON WEAPONS, AS ONE MEMBER OP 
CONGRESS RECENTLY DESCRIBED THOSE WITHOUT CORE ELEMENTS, 
WOULD HAVE A SMALLER EPPECTIVE KILL AREA THAN WOULD THE 
NEUTRON VERSIONS. 

7. EVEN SO, PENTAGON OPFICIALS WANT THE NEW SHELLS BECAUSE 
THEY WOULD HAVE GREATER RANGE, QUICKER LOADING CHARACTER- 
ISTICS AND MORE EPPECTIVE SAPETY DEVICES THAN THE 20- YEAR- 
OLD NUCLEAR SHELLS NOW IN EUROPE. 

8. ADMINISTRATION SOURCES SAID YESTERDAY THAT THE NEUTRON 
COMPONENTS ONCE BUILT CAN BASIL Y-WITH SOME TECHNICAL 
WORK-BE INSERTED IN THE NEW LANCE WARHEADS AND 8-INCH 
SHELLS TO MAKE THEM NEUTRON WEAPONS LONG AFTER THE WARHEADS 
AND SHELLS HAD BEEN DEPLOYED TO EUROPE. 

9. ACCORDING TO WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY JODY POWELL, 

WHO RELEASED CARTER'S APRIL 7 STATEMENT, "IT WAS CLASSIPIED 
HOW EASY IT WAS TO DO" TO CONVERT THE "MODERNIZED" CONVEN- 
TIONAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS INTO NEUTRON WEAPONS. 
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10. ACCORDING TO DEPARTMENT OP ENERGY OPPICIALS, A 
PRESIDENTIAL GO-AHEAD ON THE "MODERNIZATION" PROGRAM HAD 
BEEN EXPECTED BEFORE THE END OP APRIL. 

1 1 . THE DELAY IN THE PRODUCTION GO-AHEAD, ACCORDING TO 
INPORMED SOURCES, STEMS PROM BUREAUCRATIC ARGUMENTS IN 
THE ADMINISTRATION ON WHETHER TO PROCEED WITH A TWO-STEP 
PROGRAM OR BUILD BOTH THE NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND THE NEUTRON 
CORE ELEMENTS AT THE SAME TIME. 

12. ACCORDING TO WHITE HOUSE SOURCES, THE PRESIDENT'S 
ORIGINAL INTENT WAS TO GO AHEAD WITH THE NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
AND WAIT 18 MONTHS BEPORE PROCEEDING WITH THE NEUTRON 
CORE ELEMENTS. 

13. IN THAT TIME, THE SOVIETS WOULD HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY 

TO MAKE SOME RESPONSE WHICH, IP DEEMED APPROPRIATE, WOULD 
PURTHER DELAY OR ELIMINATE PRODUCTION OP THE NEUTRON 
CORES. 

14. OUTSIDE THE WHITE HOUSE, HOWEVER, PRESSURE PROM NEU- 
TRON WEAPON SUPPORTERS ON CAPITOL HILL HAS PUSHED DEPENSE 
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AND ENERGY DEPARTMENT OEFICIALS TO PRESS EOR PRODUCTION OF 
THE SHELLS AND WARHEADS ALONG WITH NEUTRON COMPONENTS. 

THE LATTER WOULD BE STOCKPILED IN THE UNITED STATES WHEN 
THE WEAPONS ARE SENT TO NATO FORCES IN EUROPE. 

15. THE DEBATE, ONE MILITARY MAN SAID, IS ABOUT "THE 
READINESS TIME, THE DAYS, MONTHS OR YEARS AFTER A DECISION 
IS MADE BEFORE (NEUTRON) WARHEADS ARE IN THE HANDS OF THE 
TROOPS." 

16. THE SENATE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE, ACTING ON THE 
FISCAL 1979 DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY NATIONAL SECURITY PROGRAMS 
AUTHORIZATION BILL HAS SPECIFICALLY DIRECTED THAT NEUTRON 
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COMPONENTS BE BUILT ALONG WITH THE REST OF THE PARTS OF THE 
SHELLS AND WARHEADS. THE COMMITTEE'S REPORT ON NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS IS EXPECTED TO BE RELEASED TODAY. 

17. THAT APPROACH, HOWEVER, HAS CREATED OTHER PROBLEMS. 

18. PENTAGON LAWYERS ARE STUDYING WHETHER BUILDING COMPO- 
NENTS FOR THE NEUTRON CORE-EVEN IF NOT FITTED INSIDE THE 
WEAPON- WOULD TRIGGER THE BYRD-BAKER AMENDMENT. 

19. THAT AMENDMENT, PASSED LAST JULY ON A 1978 DOE MONEY 
BILL BY THE SENATE AT THE BEHEST OF THE MAJORITY AND 
MINORITY LEADERS-SEN. ROBERT C. BYRD (D-W.VA.) AND 

SEN. HOWARD H. BAKER JR. (R-TEN.)-REQUIRES THE PRESIDENT 
TO INFORM CONGRESS OF A DECISION TO BUILD NEUTRON WEAPONS 
AND HIS REASONS. IT ALSO GIVES CONGRESS 45 DAYS TO PASS 
A JOINT RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO SUCH A DECISION. 

20. THERE IS ALSO CONCERN BY SOME DEFENSE OFFICIALS THAT 
PRODUCING THE NEUTRON ELEMENTS COULD UNDERMINE ANY CHANCE 
OF A SOVIET RESPONSE SINCE THE OPPORTUNITY WOULD EXIST TO 
RAPIDLY CHANGE THE LANCE WARHEADS AND 8-INCH SHELLS INTO 
NEUTRON WEAPONS AT ANY TIME IN THE FUTURE. 

21 . THESE ARGUMENTS, HOWEVER, HAVE LITTLE IMPACT ON A FEW 
KEY OFFICIALS IN THE WEAPONS-BUILDING PROGRAM AND CON- 
GRESSIONAL SUPPORTERS OF NEUTRON WEAPONS. THEY DO NOT 
EXPECT ANY SATISFACTORY MOVE BY THE SOVIETS AND ARE 
FOCUSED PRIMARILY ON THE MOST EFFICIENT WAY TO GET NEUTRON 
WEAPONS DEPLOYED. 

22. DEFENSE AND DOE OFFICIALS SAID YESTERDAY THEY EXPECTED 
A DEFENSE DEPARTMENT PROPOSAL "SOON" BUT COULD NOT SAY 
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HOW LONG IT WOULD TAKE THE WHITE HOUSE TO ACT ON IT. 

END TEXT NEWSOM 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 
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